
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BeBright Pre School Voluntary Consumables Contributions 2026-2027 

 
1. Purpose of this Policy 
This policy explains how BeBright Pre School manages voluntary contributions for 
consumable items, in line with the Department for Education (DfE) guidance on the 
free early education entitlements. It ensures that: 
 

• Funded hours remain free at the point of delivery 
• No child is excluded from any part of the funded entitlement because families 

do not make a contribution 
• Parents/carers understand which items are optional, voluntary, or can be 

provided from home. 
 
Government funding does not cover consumable items. Therefore, we offer a 
voluntary contribution option to help cover the cost of consumables used daily within 
the setting. Parents/carers may choose to: 

Make the suggested voluntary contribution 

Provide their own consumables from home, or 

Request support through our sponsorship fund (subject to availability). 

 
Hygiene Consumables 
 
Parents may contribute the suggested amounts or provide these items themselves. 
 

Item Suggested Contribution 

Disposable nappies (setting supplied) £2.50–£3.50 per day 

Baby wipes £1.50–£2.50 per week 

Nappy cream £0.50–£1.00 per week 

Tissues £1.00 per term 

Hand soap & paper towels £2.50 per term 

Sun cream (seasonal) £3.00–£4.00 per term 

Face washing flannel’s one per day  £1.50–£2.00 per term 
 
 



 
Educational & Learning Consumables 
 
These items enhance the curriculum beyond statutory delivery. 
 

Item Suggested Contribution 

Arts & craft materials £5–£10 per term 

Playdough & sensory materials £3–£8 per term 

Gardening / outdoor resources £2–£5 per term 

Cooking/baking/science experiment 
ingredients 

£3–£6 per term 

Colour photo printing (learning journals) £3–£6 per term 

Photocopying / paper for journals £1.50–£3.00 per term 
 
 
Optional Meals & Snack Contributions 
 
Meals and snacks are optional extras and not included in the funded hours. 
 

Meal Suggested Contribution 

Breakfast £2.00 per day 

Mid-morning & afternoon snacks £1.00 per snack 

Cooked lunch £3.75 per day 

Ad hoc food celebrations across the year £2.00 per term 
 
Parents may provide packed meals/snacks in line with our packed lunch and 
healthy eating policies. We cannot heat food due to safety guidance 
 

• Contributions are voluntary  
•  Parents/Carers may provide their own consumables if preferred in line with the 

settings policies. 
•  No child will be treated differently if families choose not to contribute, an 

alternative will be offered with the option to bring in consumables from home.  
• Charges apply only to consumable items, not funded education. 

 
There are many benefits to the consumables we offer at pre school including 
meal times as these are good opportunities for your children to have a healthy, 
nutritional two course meal carefully created alongside the early years 
nutritional guidance and as it is a substantial meal your child will only require a 
light tea when they go home. Our snacks are carefully prepared to offer choice 
and exposure to a range of different fruits, vegetables and carbohydrates. We 
often find we have lots of success with children eating a wider range of foods 
and textures if they are eating the same as their peers.  
 
We also pride ourselves on offering our children a wide range of educational 
opportunities with resources above and beyond statutory delivery including a 



paper learning scrap book of your child’s time with us. Your child’s key person 
will complete this alongside other members of staff, and it is a lovely keepsake 
at the end of the year.  
 
 Use of Additional Funding (EYPP, DAF, Local Grants) 
Where families receive additional funding such as EYPP, we will discuss how 
they would like this to be used. Options may include: 
Consumables 
Meals 
Enhanced activities 
Additional curriculum opportunities 
 
Benefits of Consumables and Optional Extras 
 
We provide high‑quality consumables and enhanced experiences that support 
children’s learning, health, and wellbeing. For example: 
 
Nutritious meals aligned with early years nutritional guidance 
 
Exposure to a wide range of foods and textures 
 
High‑quality craft, sensory, and outdoor materials 
 
A paper learning scrapbook as a keepsake of your child’s year 
 
 
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure continued compliance with DfE 
guidance and transparency for families. 
 
Signed on behalf of pre school: 
 
Name of staff member: 
Position: 
Date: 
Date to be reviewed: 
 


